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OF THE TENDEXUCY OF SPECTES TO FORM VARIETIES, 45

On the Tendeney of Bpecies to form Varieties; and on the Per-
petuation of Varieties and Species by Natural Means of
Selection. By Ciartes Darwixy Beq,, RS, Fls, &
LGS, and Averep Wartace, Esq.  Communicated by Sie
Cuanies Lyeuy, FRS, FLS, and J. D, Hookes, g,
M.D., V.E.R.B, FLE, &c,

[Bead July 1st, 1558,
London, June S0th, 1858,

My Dean Smay,—The accompanying papers; wlich we have the
honour of communicatinog to the Linnean Society, and which all
relate to the same subject, viz: the Laws which affect the Pro-
duetion of Varieties, Raees, and Species, contain the results of the
investizations of two indefitigable naturalists, My, Charles Darwin
and Mr. Altred Wallace,

These gentlemen having, independently and unknown to one
another, conceived the same very ingenions theory to secount for
the appearance and perpetuation of varietics and of specific forms
on our planet, may both fairly claim the merit of being original
thinkers in this important ling of inguiry ; but neither of them
having published his views, though Mr. Darwin has for many
years past been repeatedly urged by us to do so, and both authors
having now unrescevedly placed their papers in our hands, we
think it would best promote the interests of seience thal a selec-
tion from them should be lnid hefore the Linnean Society,

Taken in the order of their dates, they consist of :—

1. Extracts from o M3 work om Bpecies®, by Mr. Darwin, which
was shetehed in 1530, and copied in 1544 when the copy was read
by D, Hooker, and its contents: afterwards communicated to Siv
Charles Lyell. The first Part is devoted to * The Variation of
Organic Beings under Domestication and in their Natural State ;™
and the second chapter of that Part, from which we propose to
read to the Society the extracts referved fo, is headed, * Oy the
Variation of Cheeanie Beings in 4 state of Nature ; on the Notueal
Means of Selection; on the Comparison of Domestic Raees and
true Species.”

2. An-abstract of o private letter addressed to Professor Asa
Greay, of Boston, U.S., in Oclober 1857, by Mr. Darwin, in which

# This ME work was nevere intended for-publivation, aud therelre was oot
written with care.—£L 1 18385;
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