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VERENA LOEWENSBERG

(1912 Zurich 1986)

Untitled. 1974.

Oil on canvas.

Signed on the overlap: Loewensberg 74.

120 x 80 cm.

Provenance: - Galerie Wahlandt, Stuttgart. - By descent to the present owner, since then
private collection Southern Germany. Exhibition: Zurich 1981, Verena Loewensberg.
Kunsthaus Zurich, 30 January - 22 March 1981. Literature: Corey Loewensberg,
Henriette (Hrsg.): Verena Loewensberg 1912 - 1986. Werkmonografie und Katalog der
Gemälde, Zurich 2012, no. 390. A protagonist of the Zurich Concrete group, of which
she was the only woman of the inner circle, along with Max Bill, Camille Graeser and
Richard Paul Lohse, Verena
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Loewensberg committed herself fully to the focus on colour and form. In contrast to her
colleagues, however, she based the design of her work, not on a postulated theory,
which would have been a constraint, but instead remained free to choose her
compositions of colour and form according to her inner emotional language. By virtue of
the understanding of her work and her disposition, she occupied a special place within
the circle of Zurich Concrete Art. Since the 1930s Loewensberg’s work had become
increasingly independent and multifarious, and was shaped by her love of music, in
particular jazz, and the search for a pictorial link between reason and feeling, systems
and creativity. Starting with a reduction to geometric form, she soon extended her formal
language with a richly varied tonality of colour. A fundamental part of her personal
pictorial language relates to colour as a mental-energetical element. In addition to the
reduction to black and white and the primary colours in some groups of works,
Loewenberg’s brilliance is revealed in her use of a rich palette of subtly graduated
nuances. This mastery of the theory of colours, as can be seen in the work presented
here, is accompanied by a perfection of painting style, in which the essential
significance of the cohesion of colour and form is demonstrated. Colour which refers
only to itself, becomes in the hands of Verena Loewesberg a pure “colour idea”.

CHF 18 000 / 24 000
€ 18 560 / 24 740
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