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GIOVANNI BOLDINI

(Ferrara 1842–1931 Paris)

Al Ristorante. Circa 1896.

Oil on panel.

Signed lower left: Boldini.

34.5 × 27 cm.

Provenance: - Studio Boldini. - Stramezzi collection, Crema. - Galleria Silbernagl,
Daverio (stamp on the reverse). - Private collection, Ticino, by descent to the present
owner. Exhibited: Paris 1951, Parisiens d'Italie, Galerie de la Maison du Livre Italien,
1–20 February 1951 (label on the reverse). Literature: - Tiziano Panconi: Giovanni
Boldini: l'opera completa, Florence 2002, p. 374 (with b/w ill.). - Bianca Doria: Giovanni
Boldini: catalogo generale dagli archivi Boldini, Milan 2000, no. 360. - Giuseppe Luigi
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Marini: Catalogo Bolaffi della pittura italiana dell'Ottocento, Turino 2009, p. 25, no. 9. -
Enrico Piceni: Giovanni Boldini. L'uomo e l'opera, Busto Arsizio 1981, no. 41. - Ettore
Camesasca und Carlo L. Ragghianti: Boldini. L'opera completa, Milan 1970, p. 11, no.
267b (with ill.). Giovanni Boldini lived on the pulse of the Parisian Belle Époche period.
He drew inspiration for his work from the lively streets of the French capital — in bars,
restaurants, theatres and cabarets. After spending time in Florence and London, Boldini,
who hailed from Ferrara in Italy, went to Paris in 1873, where he quickly attracted
attention. He portrayed the Parisian high society in elegant clothes, strolling in gardens
or situated in decorative interiors. Boldini proved to be an active observer of modern
Parisian life and his paintings quickly became very popular. Well-connected in the
artistic milieu of the French capital, he maintained friendships with Edgar Degas,
Édouard Manet, Ernest Meissonier and Berthe Morisot. The present painting, "Al
Ristorante”, is exemplary of Boldini's work both in terms of content and style.
Restaurants and cafés as meeting places of modern Parisian life had interested the
artist since the late 1870s. Two paintings, "The Red Café" from 1887 and "Couple in a
Café" from the same year, show clear parallels to the work offered here from circa 1896.
A darker colour palette, however, predominates in our work. The costume of the seated
lady and her striking headdress are depicted in a hatched style. The details of the
restaurant interior can only be surmised, as they are swallowed by a rough application
of paint. This expressive character defines Boldini's late work and distinguishes his
personal style, capturing the character of his figures and creating a special mood
through a few sketchy brushstrokes. Giovanni Boldini successfully established himself in
flourishing Paris, the centre of the modern art market at the time, and developed into
one of the most sought-after portraitists of his period. Alongside international private
collections, his works can be found today in museums such as the Metropolitan
Museum in New York and the Musée d’Orsay in Paris.

CHF 35 000 / 50 000
€ 36 080 / 51 550
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