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GOVAERT FLINCK

(Kleve 1615–1660 Amsterdam)

Tronie of a bearded man. 1650.

Oil on canvas.

Signed and dated upper right: G. flinck. f. 1650.

61.5 × 50.7 cm.

Provenance: – Private collection, England, ca. 1831–1857 (according to a stamp verso
on the stretcher by Francis Leedham, a restorer working in London at the time). – Sale
Sotheby's, London, 1.7.1953, Lot 60. – Martin B. Asscher, London, before 1970. – Swiss
private collection, until 2012. – Sale Dobiaschofsky, Bern, 11.5.2012, Lot 307. –
European private collection. Exhibited: Amsterdam 2018, Ferdinand Bol and Govaert
Flinck: Rembrandt's Master Pupils, 13.10.2017–18.2.2018, Museum Het
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Rembrandthuis, no. 28. Literature: – Helmut Börsch-Supan: Die Gemälde im
Jagdschloss Grunewald, Berlin 1964, p. 66, no. 82. – J. W. von Moltke: Govaert Flinck:
1615–1660, Amsterdam 1965, p. 79, no. 67, ill. 67. – Werner Sumowski: Gemälde der
Rembrandt-Schüler, Landau 1983, vol. II, pp. 1030 and 1082, no. 650. – Norbert
Middelkoop, L. van Sloten, Tom van der Molen: Ferdinand Bol and Govaert Flinck:
Rembrandt's Master Pupils, Amsterdam 2017, cat. no. 28, ill. 65, p. 56, description p.
228. – Tom van der Molen: Catalogue raisonné of the Paintings of Govaert Flinck (to be
published). This impressive portrait of an old man with a beard by Govaert Flinck was
last on public view in the Amsterdam exhibition of 2018. It is known as a ‘Tronie’, a
pictorial genre typical of the 17th century, showing a portrait-like character study in fancy
dress, or with an interesting physiognomy. The sketch-like painting style of our picture
makes the sitter appear particularly lively and lifelike, his grey beard and head of hair
are brilliantly rendered with individual impasto brushstrokes. Govaert Flinck was one of
the most important pupils of Rembrandt van Rijn (1606–1669). He worked in the
master's Amsterdam workshop between 1635 and 1636 and subsequently established
himself as an independent painter (see Arnold Houbraken: De Groote Schouburgh de
Nederlantsche kontschilders en schilderessen..., Amsterdam 1718–1721, vol. II, p. 18).
J. W. Von Moltke describes the man depicted here as Saint Peter (see Literature), while
Werner Sumowski stresses that the lack of attributes creates a probably deliberate
ambiguity. The unidentified sage also seems to have served as a model for Rembrandt,
for example in his famous 1636 'Sacrifice of Isaac', now in the Hermitage in Saint
Petersburg (inv. no. ГЭ–727). The delicacy of the present Tronie points to the fact that it
was certainly painted directly from the model, as indicated by the extremely detailed
beard and the deep folds of the face and hand, as well as a possible pentimento in the
crown. The well-preserved paint surface is characterised by an energetic, virtuoso use
of colour, fluid brushwork in the hair and beard and fine facial modelling, which is
especially typical of the last decade of the artist's life. The softly flowing application of
paint differs stylistically from Rembrandt's Tronies and reflects Flinck's independence
from the master in his mature work. After
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examining the original, Tom van der Molen has confirmed the authenticity of the work,
and that he will include the painting in the catalogue raisonné of the artist, which is due
to be published. He emphasises that it is a characteristic and high-quality example of
the late Tronies by Govaert Flinck.

CHF 700 000 / 900 000
€ 721 650 / 927 840
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