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A PAIR OF IMPOSING BALUSTER-SHAPED VASES "POUR TORCHÈRE" IN THE
GOÛT CHINOIS

France, 2nd half of the 19th century. With incised signature BL.V.R.2 on the lip and
Sèvres mark in an oval frame.

Porcelain with blue glazing and bronze. Baluster-shaped vases with tall, funnel-shaped
necks, mounted on a gilt bronze base. Bronze mounts designed as a knotted cord, the
ends with tassels. Metal bottom in the vases at the beginning of the neck.

H 108 cm, Ø 50 cm and H 103, Ø 50 cm.

!!!! Fire cracks, one extendig to a hair crack. Provenance: - according to sources, from a
château in the Touraine region, Val de Loire. - Belgian art dealer, 31 October 1974. -
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Belgian private collection, acquired from the above art dealer. These vases of
impressive size are typical showpieces produced by the Sèvres Manufactory for the
furnishings of Royal Palaces. The recessed metal base in the neck of the vase indicates
its original use as a so-called torchère, i.e. a monumental floor lamp. The model "Vase
forme Balustre" is recorded both with and without bronze mountis in the Archives of the
Sèvres Manufactory. The shape was originally designed by J. Peyre around 1849 and
adapted by his son A. Peyre under the title "Vase forme Balustre pour Torchères". The
vase type is also listed as "Dieterle" in the Manufactory's hand-written archives. A pair of
baluster-shaped vases similar in shape and size, also with gilt bronzes, can be found in
the Musée d'Orsay (Inv. No. 19467). Another example is depicted in: Marcelle Brunet &
Tamara Préaux, Sèvres des origines à nos jours, Fribourg, 1978, p. 299, Ill. 405.

CHF 25 000 / 40 000
€ 25 770 / 41 240
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