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SERGE POLIAKOFF

(Moscow 1900–1969 Paris)

Bleu et lie de vin. 1965.

Oil on canvas.

Signed lower right: Poliakoff.

92 × 73 cm.

This work is recorded in the Archives Serge Poliakoff under the number: 965135. We
thank Thaddée Poliakoff for his kind assistance. Provenance: - Galerie Im Erker, St.
Gallen (verso with the label). - Purchased from the above in 1996, private collection
Switzerland. - By descent to the current owner, private collection Switzerland. Literature:
Poliakoff, Alexis. Catalogue Raisonné de l'œuvre de Serge Poliakoff, Vol. IV 1963-1965,
Munich, cat. no. 65-06 (with ill.). Exhibitions: - St. Gallen 1965, Poliakoff. Galerie im
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Erker, 24 April - 19 June, cat. no. 40 (b/w ill. p. 19). - Luzern 1965, Serge Poliakoff.
Galerie Räber, 15 August - 15 October, cat.-no. 32 (b/w ill. p. 15). - Locarno 1965, Serge
Poliakoff. Galerie Flaviana, 30 October - 30 November, cat.-no. 11 (b/w ill.). - Basel
1966, Serge Poliakoff. Galerie d'Art Moderne, 20 January - 28 February, cat.-no. 31 (b/w
ill. p. 6). In this auction we are offering two representative works by Serge Poliakoff from
the 1950s and 1960s. His early work in the 1940s was characterised more by
brown-grey tones. Ten years later, he expanded his colour palette and juxtaposed
strong, colourful tones, as in the work on paper here from 1951 (lot 3405). In the 1960s
he abandoned his tendency towards rather monochrome colour compositions and again
sought a sense of unity in his selection of colours, as in the painting from 1965. Even
though these two works have a very individual nature, composition, and vibrancy, we
can see that Poliakoff remains very true to his pictorial language throughout his oeuvre.
He follows his clear, recognisable framework of basic lines and axes that structure his
paintings, even if they initially appear to have been created without a strict preliminary
design. The main axes around which the compositions are built, are always present
vertically in the centre, horizontally in the centre, and diagonally. The diagonals never
point to the exact corners of the picture support but are always slightly offset. The sober,
graduated tones of the painting, red, burgundy, grey, blue-grey, and white appear as
asymmetrical shapes, which gather closely on top of and next to each other and seem
to be loosely and randomly, almost organically attracted to each other. Like an enlarged
cell structure that we examine under the microscope, the building blocks interlock. The
light shapes, in harmony with the dark ones, balance each other out on the canvas.

CHF 120 000 / 180 000
€ 123 710 / 185 570
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