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GIORGIO DE CHIRICO

(Volos 1888–1978 Rome)

L'enigma dell'ora. Circa 1970.

Oil on canvas.

Signed lower right: g. de Chirico.

30.3 × 40 cm.

The work is registered in the archive of the Fondazione Giorgio e Isa de Chirico.
Certificate: Claudio Bruni Sakraischik, Rome, 27.2.1985. Provenance: - Auction Farsetti,
Prato, 29.11.2008, lot 780. - Private collection Liechtenstein, acquired at the above
auction. Around 1970 Giorgio de Chirico returned once again to a subject he had
repeatedly dealt with since his beginnings. The first Enigma of the Hour, 'L’enigma
dell’ora' from 1912, had been exhibited the following spring at the Salon des
Indépendants

Koller Auctions, Hardturmstrasse 102, 8031 Zürich. Tel +41 44 445 63 63. office@kollerauctions.com



Koller Auktionen - Lot 3264
A203 Impressionist & Modern Art - Friday 02 December 2022, 04.30 PM

in Paris and had attracted a great deal of attention from the French poet Appollinaire, a
friend of the artist. Both shared a preoccupation with philosophy and depth psychology,
which in the case of de Chirico led to his own style of metaphysical painting. Whether
the depiction is of the old railway building of the Gare Montparnasse in Paris or an
Italian piazza is of secondary importance — the architecture is in any case merely a
backdrop for existential questions beyond that which is perceptible in the natural world
through the senses. Thus, in the present work is the question of time — the passing, the
lost, the infinite time. The obvious symbol of the clock, together with the absence of
perspectival depth, the massive shadows, the flat darkness behind the arches of the
walls and, except for a schematic white figure, the eerie emptiness of the square all
serve to charge the painting with an allusive, ominous mood.

CHF 140 000 / 180 000
€ 144 330 / 185 570
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