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BURMA RUBY AND DIAMOND RING.

Yellow gold 750, 12g.

Set with 1 large oval ruby of 8.58 ct, Burma, unheated, surrounded by pear-shaped
diamonds weighing ca. 3.50 ct and pavé-set brilliant-cut diamonds totalling ca. 3.20 ct.
Size ca. 52.

[Catltem.ArtText. Text502]

CHF 80 000 / 120 000
€82470/123710
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Unheated rubies

Large rubics of gem-qualicy are
rarely found in nature, Not only is 3
delicare mincralogieal balance
essenmnal for this red vanicry of
cormdiem to be formed deep within
the carth, bue specific geological
conditions as well as adequate
pressire and temperature must akso
be present. Furthermore, the
sufficient sapply of a rare
combmation of chemical elements,
such as aluminium and chraminm,
are ver anosher necessity required for
the formation of rubles,

Overthe past dl:u.'a.dh. WATIONS
heating rechniques, as well as the use
of chemical pdditives, have been
introduced 1o increase the supply of
rulick r\ﬂmhting the Eigh~i|u.1|ll!}'
untreated specimens, The aim of
these treatments was and sill & ro
improve the visnal appearance of the
ETanE.

['fiﬂ[ (1v] r]'u: ﬂl.i\'ﬂl.t DI I'DEHII:ITI
heating technigues, rough rubics
were cut and polished retaining the
qualiey that narure had anginally
endowed them with. Therefore, in
earlicr times, rubics with obvioas
imperfections wese considered and
sccepted as the norm. However, the
expectation with respect to quality
{colour and transparency] rose
\I:c:ld |!:r.

The demand for natural, onheared
rubsies kepe prowing whibe the supply
of such Rcms Fomatng high':r lirmited,
making marurnl rubies of gem-
quality from all major seurces, such
as Barma (Myanmar), Mozambique,
Madagascar, Kenya, Tanzania,
Victnam, Afghanistan and
Tajtkostan, difficuls to find,
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Rubies from Mogok, Burma

Bazrma has long been recognised as
the locality assaciated with the moss
desirable mobies in the world, Within
Burma (Myanmar), the mos famed
region is the Mogok Valley, or
Mogok Stone Trace, in the Pyin Oo
Lwin district, Worth Ease of
Mandalay; a small area of a few
dowen sguare mibes, of which m||'!.' a
portion is gem-beanng. Meanwhile,
there are few more small deposies o
the north of Mogok, siach as Namya,
that produce rubses with similar
characeeristics.

Alrhough it is uncertain when
mining firsn bogan, accownts mdicane
that rubies have been soweced i che
Mogok area for well over a
rll-l.'ll.l\‘iﬂd yCars.

The earliess surviving records of
mining acriviry bejan in 1597, when
the King of Burma ook over the
mincs, Burmese mubics, especially the
ones from Mogok, have since
sustained the strongest ronom,

Mogok-type rubics typically possess
a red body colonr ond red UV
flunrescence. In addition, they may
contain tiny amounts of Hght-
seanering rutile sillk and a swirl:like
grawth pamern, [t s this
eombinatian of features which gives
these rubics their characteriamic
appearanse,
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