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DAVID SMITH

(Decatur 1906 - 1965 South Shaftsbury)

Untitled. Ca. 1955 - 60.

Enamel, oil and bones on masonite.

26 x 21 cm.

This work is recorded in the Estate of David Smith under number: 8056,004 (no written
confirmation). Provenance: - Galerie Gmurzynska, Zug. - Private property Switzerland,
aquired from the above gallery in 2008. "If there is truth in art, it is the artist's own truth.
If beauty is involved, it is only the metaphor of imagination." (David Smith) David Smith
is one of the few Abstract Expressionist sculptors, and thus one of the most influential
artists of his time. Born in 1906, he belonged to the first generation of Abstract
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Expressionists. His experiences, which he also incorporated into his art, were marked
by the World Wars, the Great Depression and beginning of the economic upturn in the
United States. Although Smith is famous for his imposing sculptural oeuvre, sculptures,
paintings and drawings all complement and enrich each other to great effect within his
overall work. The present work is an outstanding example of how he incorporates the
experiences of his sculptural work into his painted oeuvre. “He had discovered that
negative images of the sculptures had been left on the surface of the floor, which had
become scorched during the welding. He adapted this process for his painting, by laying
objects on the paper or the canvas and spraying them with colour. The pictures which
were created in this way are both pictorial and sculptural in one: they represent an
intermediate medium between the two genres.” (quote. Maria Becker, in: Neue Zürcher
Zeitung, 21 July 2016)

CHF 47 500 / 0
€ 48 970 / 0
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