
Koller Auktionen - Lot 1119
A184 Decorative Arts - jeudi 22 mars 2018, 10h00

EARLY 'BÖTTGER' PORCELAIN TEA SERVICE,

Meissen, ca. 1715-1720. Model and relief by Johann Jacob Irminger.

Unpainted. With applied cherry blossom branches. The bowl additionally applied with
birds in relief. Comprising: 6 cups and saucers, 1 bowl, 1 tea pot with cover and spout
with old silver mount, 1 sugar bowl with cover. No mark.

H tea pot 13 cm, bowl 9 cm, cup 5 cm. Minor chips on the spout of the tea pot with the
silver mount, on 1 cup and on a few blossoms.

Provenance: Château de Vincy, Geneva. The fashion of tea drinking, which at first only
prevailed in the higher social circles, required the provision of appropriate tea services.
Böttger,
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who was fundamentally opposed to East Asian porcelain and declared it to be clumsy
("plumpe facon ") as well as having absurd painted decoration ("absurde Deseins ihrer
Mahlerey "), only accepted it in wares required for tea, coffee and chocolate drinking ("
Thee, Caffé und Chocolate-Drinken benöthigten Geschirre"). According to him, these
were the only items for which, through long practice, the Asian craftsmen had learnt to
do a fairly good job ("Das einzige, welchem sie durch die sehr lange Übung endlich eine
ziemlich gute Arth zu geben gelernet [hätten]"). The tea service pieces are decorated
with "Irmingerschen Belegen". The models for these relief-decorated pieces can be
found in East Asian wares which were known to Böttger’s employees through the
Elector’s extensive collection of East Asian porcelain at the Dresden residence. Jacob
Irminger (born probably in Zurich 1635 - 1724) was responsible for the modelled
decoration of the early Meissen period. Böttger himself had suggested to the Dresden
court that the goldsmith be given the role of Director of Design. Evidence of this can be
found in three staff lists from 1710. He was mainly responsible for the artistic design of
the Böttger stoneware and the Böttger porcelain. After Böttger's death in 1719, Irminger
appears in the staff lists as master modeller until 1724. Elector August I of Saxony,
Augustus the Strong, wrote detailed instructions for Irminger in several letters (J.F.
Böttger zum 300. Geburtstag, Dresden 1982, pp. 85-87) He was instructed to
manufacture not only ordinary wares ("ordinaire Gefässe") as with the previous imports
from East Asia, Holland and England, but also to dedicate himself to red so-called
Jasper wares, as well as white translucent porcelain (“sowohl den rothen so genannten
Jaspis-Gefässen, als dem weissen durchsichtigen Porcellan”) and was required to
supply designs, models, drawings, moulds, and stencils ("Desseins, Modelle,
Zeichnungen, Formen, Jablons") ( E. Zimmermann, Meissner Porzellan, Leipzig 1926,
pp. 24-26; U. Pietsch, Meissener Porzellan und seine ostasiatischen Vorbilder, 1996, p.
24 and ill. p. 67).

CHF 30 000 / 40 000
€ 30 930 / 41 240
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