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EMERALD AND GOLD JEWEL, RENAISSANCE, FROM THE FREIGHT OF THE
SPAHISH GALLEON NUESTRA SENORA DE ATOCHA, early 17th century.

Yellow gold.

Rare, ornamental jewel with volutes, strapwork and studded with rosettes, set with a
single rectangular step cut emerald of ca. 11.00 ct, not treated, in closed back bezel
setting. Despite the firmly sealed setting, seawater seems to have seeped in behind the
stone and remained there for centuries. Ca. 4,2 x 4 cm. The gemstone is the largest of
the facetted emeralds from the recovered freight.

AGL-Report no. CS 52234 stating that the emerald is of Colombian origin, with no
indication of clarity enhancement,
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no longer available. The Atocha was commissioned by the "Casa de Contractatién", a
Spanish government agency, which attempted to regulate exploration and colonisation
efforts. In Cartagena, Colombia, and Portobelo, Panama, the galleon was loaded with
the belongings of the noble families and other passengers making the return journey to
Spain with the armada. The fleet set sail for Spain with goods and passengers on
September 4, 1622, in the midst of hurricane season. Both the Atocha and the Santa
Margarita only sailed as far as the Florida Keys before they hit a squall an sank along
the reef. Parts of the freight of the Santa Margarita have been rediscovered relatively
early, as opposed to the ones from the Atocha. Literature: Priscilla E. Muller, Jewels in
Spain, 1500-1800, New York, 1972, pp. 27-38. Provenance: - Lost in the shipwreck of
Nuestra Sefiora de Atocha, Florida Keys, 1622. - Rediscovered by Mel Fischer, 1986. -
Mel Fisher's Treasures, L.L.C., 1986. - Sotheby's New York, 1 February 2013, lot 11. -
Private property Switzerland, acquired at the above auction.

CHF 84 000/0
€86600/0
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AGL

American Gemological Laboratories

13 Movernber 2012

Emerald and Gold Mounting,
Referenee: CF 52234

To Whom I8 Muy Concern:

Very few gem o jewelry articles manscend to the status of hissorical sgnificance,
However ome such item is detailed in Amenican Gemelogical Labomiories Prestige ropon No.
C5 52284, This remarkable pmcrald and gold mounting is noteworthy for o variety of individunl
aspecty of consideration and they combipe (o encompass & jewel of uniqee histong inponaice
aitdl Farily

This beautiful emerld and podd mount was part of the treasore recovessd from the
Spanish galleon Nuestrs Sefor de Azocha, which sank bn 1622, The boss of this vessel, rogether
with another Spanish palleon the Sapta Mafganta,
during a terrible stonm &5 they sailed from the New
Woorkd back tor Spain, hod become legendary. Laden
with & bounty of gold, silver, emeralds and other
freasures, the fimancial losd b Spain of the Hme was
cripphing. Recovery effars of the perod were aaly
able to recoup some of the weasures of ihe Santa

Margania. Alhough grea: lengths were mken o

Tod the Atocha, the vessel could pot be located. For
gver three centuries ineasare hunters searched for the wreckage of the Atocha to recover the vast
bosunty that bad been logged into the ship's manifest belore il set sail.

I the later half of the 207 century, o new generation of treasure seckers toiled (o Jocate
the legendary galleon ladden somewhere along the eeean foor of the Canbbean, Foremost of
these was & st by the name of Mel Fisher, Mel Fisher's story of explosation, emfumnce,
harclsbip and success las become equally famous and forever more linked with the fantastic story
of the Nuestra Seilora de Atocha, when he and his ream finally located the remans of this ooce
majestic Spanich galleon in 1985, In the years that fellowed, lnemlly thoosands of artufagis werg
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American Gemological Leboratories

recovered In addition to relics Tromn the sailing vessel ideif, there were pold and silver bars,
Spamish pold coins, as well &8 a rove of jewelry anieles and rough emeralda.

It was dise to these emeralds that | pessonally firs) became associated with the artifacts of
the Muesira Sefiora de Atocha. In the Late 1980z, | was fomunate enoogh to be part of a leam that
copducted & stady o some of the roagh emetilds and emerald jewelty of the Atocha, Our
ﬂﬁ||i!|1-gﬁ WETE |1I.I|:l|j"ihtd i the Winter [98% fssee of Oems & E;mnnlnD {Emeranld and Gold
Treasures of the Spanish Galleon Muesira Sefiora de Arecha. Yol 25, No. 4, pp. 196.206)

In the years that followed, | reminisced aboat the teasures of the Atocha when asked
aboul what jiems were mosl eneasorable throughout my gemological career. In paricular these
wird gl emerald andd pold mounting from this study that stood owt above all the e Tmapine my
sirprise apd delight when this sume emerald and pold mount come to me ggain for testing. | was
asked to confirm the suthenticity of the emerald and determine ts country of ongin, Relating to
these pspects | would like to make a few additonal remarks It was during the 16 and 17
centares that the emernlds al the land which became koown as Calombaa eamed their status for
bemg supenor w all other soerces from around the werdd. This reputation continues even today
Furthenmiore 0 fodoy’s gomstone marked, ang ooy hear of references o “old-mine cnseralds™ o
dexeribe a Colomblan stone whose superior quality makes it stand oot above the rest. The very
fine ememld set in the gold mouwit from the Atocha s one of these exceptionnl stones that
exemplify n top-guulity ermerald of Colombian orgn. With o known Ristory dating back to the
latz 16" century, early 17 ¢entury, this exceptional emerald typifies the caliber of emeradd that
defines the meaning af the term “old mine™

Ao further note mg:mlm;q this excophional picce, | would like e make some addinonal
COTTEmEE n:'|:|.||ng 1o the MOUIENE. A an overvigw, 1l l::-:|||p!i|'|1:-| moew World craftsmanddisp at
ita best, The omale aestry of the npunbing B oa mbuie o the peood of jewelry design and
manufactunng of the time, Here 1 would like o draw atteation 1o the skill applied wihen mounting
the ememld inwo the pece Iilnl:lj . it shoaidd be posted that the ge:nh,l 1 comformed :rtug!l}' apminag
the rulgﬂ (4 :_:i.rr.IIc of the done. Only in four =madl |1I:||:eu af the eormers 1% there any meda] actually
sitting on top of the stope (otherwise kpown s the crown), The detstl, time and expertise

performed when burnishing the gold against the side of the ememld is so extrmordinary that in a
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